
Periauger Glossary of Nautical Terms 
Arranged alphabetically 

 
 
 
 

 
Aft  AFT is the direction toward the back of a boat, when you are on the boat. 

 
 
  
Block,  
with 
Sheaves 

BLOCK is the nautical 
term for the pulleys 
through which we can 
run lines.  BLOCKS 
allow us to turn the 
lines around corners. 
When we use several 
of them on back and 
forth with the same 
line, it makes it easier 
for us to pull on the 
sail.  In this picture 
there are four blocks 
that are visible. 
 
A SHEAVE is the little wheel that sits inside the block.  You can see the 
sheave very clearly on one of the blocks hanging from the boom. 

 
 
Boom The BOOM is a long, slender pole that is attached to the bottom edge of a 

sail.  It helps the sail catch the 
wind better and helps it hold 
its shape. 
   
On this boat, only the large 
main sail has a BOOM.   The 
foresail (the sail up front) does 
not. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Bow The front, pointed part of the boat is  

the part that slices through the water first, 

so the rest of the boat can  

follow it easily through the water.   

 

Cargo CARGO is what we 
carry in the boat.   

It can be barrels full 
wine or beer, sacks 
of rice or corn, 
lumber, bricks, 
animals and people.  

[See more CARGO in 
the picture in SOLE] 

 
Forward FORWARD is the direction toward the front of a boat, when you are on 

the boat. 
 
Gaff A long slender pole that attaches to 

the top of the sail.  It allows the sail to 
be made larger at the top.   
 
On Periauger, each sail has a GAFF.   
The main sail is the sail with the boom 
and a gaff.  The foresail has only a 
gaff. 
  

 
 
 



 
Gudgeon and 
Pintle 

A GUDGEON is a piece of metal with a 
hole in the end of it.  A PINTLE is a pin.  
The PINTLE is put into the GUDGEON to 
make a hinge. 
 
In this picture of Periauger’s rudder on the 
stern, the gudgeon is attached to the boat, 
and the pintle, with its long pin sticking 
below the gudgeon, is attached to the 
rudder.  Now the rudder can swing left and 
right. 

 

Halyard A HALYARD is a line that goes to the top of the mast for raising and 
lowering a sail.   This man and woman are pulling on the halyard to raise 
the sail on the main mast.  Can you find the boom?  Four thwarts? Three 
sweeps? 

   
 

Hull The HULL is the 
body of the boat that 
makes it float and 
holds the cargo. 

 
Lines LINES are the ropes which are used to hoist raise and lower the sails, 

move the sails in and out with the wind and tie the boat to the dock.  They 
are called LINES just because they are on a boat.  (See also SHEETS and 
HALYARD) 



 

Mast A MAST is a tall round pole (tree trunk in colonial times) that stands 
upright in the boat to which sails are attached. The mast is on Periauger is 
held up by a thwart and the mast step.  Periauger has two masts.    

[See the two masts in the picture in GAFF, and also the mast in 
HALYARD] 

 
Mast Step The mast is stepped (stood upright) 

through the hole in the thwart and the 
bottom of the mast is put into the STEP, 
the socket in the keel.   
 
The thwart and the step work together to 
hold the mast up. 
 
 

 
Periauger The word PERIUAGER is from the French and Latin and means a boat 

that can “move around in small spaces,”  such as little rivers and shallow 
bays.   
 
See the History of Periauger by Mike Alford, a North Carolina maritime 
historian, elsewhere on this CD and on the Periauger page of the 
Newbold-White House web site (www.newboldwhitehouse.org). 
 

 
Pintle See GUDGEON and PINTLE 

 
 
Port PORT is the left side of the boat, when you are on the boat and looking 

forward. 



 

Rudder The RUDDER is a flat wooden blade  

that hangs in the water  

off the stern of the boat;   

swinging it one way 

or the other with the tiller  

steers the boat. 

You can see where the tiller attaches 
to the rudder and then goes inside the 
boat through the hole in the stern.  

The rudder is held on with gudgeons 
and pintles. 

 

Sails A large piece of cloth that 
is attached to a mast to 
catch the wind.  

Periauger has two sails, 
and they are each shaped 
like a trapezoid. 

Can you find: 

The boom?                  
Both gaffs?                   
The blocks (at the top of 
the masts)?                    
The halyards (the part at 
the top of the sails)?     
The sheets? 

 
Sheave See BLOCK, with SHEAVE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sheets SHEETS are lines 
attached to one corner of 
the sail. We pull them to 
move the sail, so that the 
sail fills with wind. 
We move the sails when 
we point the boat in a new 
direction – except of 
course when we need to 
steer directly into the wind 
(then we row!).  

Can you figure out why we can not sail directly into the wind, but must 
row?  

Can you find the four 
pairs of thole pin?  
(Right now they are 
not being used because 
Periauger is sailing!) 
Do you see the pirate 
Blackbeard with his 
pistol and sword? 

 
 
 

Sole The SOLE is the floor in the  

bottom of the boat;  

the cargo sits on it;  

we can stand on it. 

 

 
Starboard STARBOARD is the right side of the boat when you are on the boat 

and looking forward. 
 



Stern The STERN the rear part 
of the boat. 

The rudder is usually hung 
from the stern. 

Periauger’s stern has a very 
graceful look. 

 

Sweeps SWEEPS are very long 
and heavy oars (there is 
room for four on each 
side of Periauger). 

The sweeps are put 
between thole pins so 
that they can push 
against something to 
make the boat go.  

When they are all moved 
in the same direction, the 
SWEEPS can be used to 

move the boat forward, go backward or stop the boat.   

When they are used on one side only, they can help turn the boat more 
quickly than with the rudder along. 

Each sweep is used by one person.  It takes two people sitting next to 
each other, each with a sweep in hand, to row.  The both face aft.  We 
usually use four people - and sometimes six - because the boat is heavy! 

The captain of the boat sits at the tiller and gives the orders to get out 
the sweeps and gives the orders to row. 

He gives the orders to put away the sweeps when the wind comes up.  
Then he tells the crew to raise or lower sails with the halyards, and then 
to move the sails in or out with the sheets.  He steers with the tiller, 
which turns the rudder. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thole Pins THOLE PINS are very 
important small but 
sturdy wooden pegs. 
They are inserted into 
holes along the rail.  
 
Having a pair of them 
allows us to use one 
sweep to row.  
Having one pair on 
each side allows us to 
have a sweep on each 
side so we can row in a 
straight line. 
 

 
 

 
Here are two sweeps in their thole pins, ready to use.  
All we need is water! 
Can you find the thwarts?  The sole?  The mast step? 
 

 



Thwarts There are five THWARTS  
in this picture.   
They are the planks  
that go from one side of the hull  
to the other, high enough  
so that people can  
sit on them when they row. 
 
Can you find the sole?   
The cargo?  
The hull?  
The stern? 
Two sweeps? 
The tiller?   
 
(It looks like Periauger needs a 
good cleaning!  She has been has 
been hard at work.) 

 

Tiller The long, smooth piece of 
wood that is connected to 
the rudder.  It goes from 
the rudder through the 
stern into the boat for 
steering.  It is often 
gracefully curved. 

 

This is where the captain 
steers the boat and gives 
order to the crew for 
rowing or sailing.  This spot is also called the helm. 

 

 

A 1700’s  
Work Boat 

A WORK BOAT is any large boat made on a Colonial plantation that would be 
used to haul the goods made on the plantation.  It could usually be rowed and 
sailed.  Periauger is a type of work boat. 

See all of the parts and photographs above. 

Abraham Sanders had a periauger on his plantation in Hertford on the 
Perquimans River in the 1700©s.  He would have used it to haul things from 
Hertford to Edenton (Elizabeth City was not founded yet) and back.  He and his 
family - his wife, children and their slaves - mostly grew flax and wheat along 
with having horses, geese, sheep (for wool) and oxen.  Theirs was a thriving 
plantation for many decades, with the house being built in 1730, which you can 
still visit today.  That house is now part of the Newbold-White House Quaker 
Homestead Museum in Hertford, and is home for Periauger. You can often see 
his periauger on display at the museum. 

 


